Prognostic significance of Ki-67, p53, and Bcl-2 expression in prostate cancer patients with lymph node metastases: a retrospective immunohistochemical analysis.
The prognostic significance of Ki-67, p53, and Bcl-2 expression was evaluated in prostate cancer patients with lymph node metastases. Immunohistochemical staining of archived material obtained from 56 patients was performed by the streptavidin-biotin method. Univariate survival analysis showed that a Ki-67 labeling index (Ki-67 LI) of > or = 8.4 in the primary tumor identified a group of patients with a significantly poorer prognosis (P < 0.001). furthermore, a Ki-67 LI of > or = 8.7 in the nodal metastatic tumor was also associated with a poorer prognosis (P < 0.01). Multivariate analysis showed that the Ki-67 LI of primary tumors (P < 0.01) and lymph node metastases (P < 0.01) had independent prognostic value. p53 and Bcl-2 expression had no prognostic value in patients with prostate cancer and lymph node involvement. The Ki-67 LI has more prognostic value than p53 and Bcl-2 expression for patients with prostate cancer that has spread to the lymph nodes.